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1 . This application has been examined. Claims 1 -1 3 are pending in this 
application. 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is 
clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 1 0-1 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 01 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 10-13 are directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 10-13 are drawn to functional descriptive 
material NOT claimed as residing on a computer readable medium. MPEP 
2106. IV.B. 1(a) 

(functional Descriptive Material) states: 

'"Data structures not claimed as embodied in a computer -readable medium 
are descriptive material per se and are not statutory because they are not 
capable of causing functional change in the computer." 

"Such claimed data structure do not define any structural or functional 
interrelationships between the data structure and other claimed aspects of the 
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invention which permit the data structure's functionality to be realized." 

Claims 10-13, while defining a computer program for a configuration 
information of a network interface does not define a "computer-readable 
medium" and is thus non-statutory for that reasons. A computer program can 
range from paper on which the program is written, to a program simply 
contemplated and memorized by a person. The examiner suggests amending the 
claim to embody on "computer-readable medium" in order to make the claim 
statutory. 

"In contrast, a claimed computer-readable medium encoded with the data 
structure defines structural and functional interrelationships between the data 
structure and the computer software and hardware components which permit the 
data structure's functionality to be realized, and is thus statutory. "-M PEP 
2106.IV.B1(a). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 
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5. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shima et al. (6,81 9,443) in view of Shiohara (6,804,01 9). 

With regard to claim 1. Shima et al. teaches a printing (e.g. figs. 1-5) 
comprising: a print control device (39); a network interface (41) device that is 
connecting the print control device (39) to a network (9); an information 
processing device (3) that is connected to the print control device (39) through 
an interface different (33) from the network interface device (41); an acquisition 
unit, arranged in the print control device, for acquiring information of the interface 
device from the network interface (reads on figs 1-3, clearly information can be 
acquire from the information processing device (or host) relating to the 
communication task of the interface), and transmitting unit for transmitting 
information acquired by the acquisition unit from the print control device to the 
information processing device through the interface different from the network 
interface device (reads on figs 1-3, clearly information can be transmitted when it 
is received from the network interface to the information processing device by 
using the parallel port of the printing device; and generating unit, arranged in the 
information processing device, for generating print data representing the 
information of the network interface device based on the information transmitted 
from the transmitting unit (reads on fig. 3, which describes how the data can be 
generated and can be transmitted to the printing device). Shima et al. does not 
teach the acquiring information being configuration information. Shiohara (in the 
same field of endeavor, "network printing") teaches that it is well known in the art 
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at the time of the invention device to send network configuration to a printing 
device (e.g. figs. 1-2). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
provide the means to use the network configuration information as taught by 
Shiohara to the system of Shima et al. because of the following reasons: 1 ) it 
would allow the system of Shima et al. to use different network configuration 
allowing different computers system to use the printing device, and 2) as 
suggested by Siohara in col. 2, lines 7-20. 

With regard to claim 2, the combination of Shima et al. and Siohara teach the 
use of the transmitting and communication of network configuration information 
and the ability for the printer to communicate information through a different 
interface (parallel), (see claims 1 above) and Shima inherently suggests using 
commands to get information back and forth between the image processing 
device and the printing device (see figs 1-3, clearly the communication 
interfaces 33 or 41 allow user to receive and send commands to the printer such 
as resource information). 

With regard to claim 3, the combination of Shima et al. and Siohara teach the 
use of the network configuration information (see claims 1 above) and Shima 
teaches a dedicated signal line to acquire the information of the network interface 
device (reads on fig. 2, which depicts a dedicated signal line between the CPU 
and the network interface) . 
With regard to claim 4, the combination of Shima et al. and Siohara teach the 
use of the network configuration information (see claims 1 above) and Siohara 
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further teaches the use of a predetermined format (reads on figs. 4 and 5) . 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide 
the means to use the network configuration information having a predetermined 
format as taught by Shiohara to the system of Shima et al. because of the 
following reasons: 1 ) it would allow the system of Shima et al. to use different 
network configuration allowing different computers system having different format 
to use the printing device, and 2) as suggested by Siohara in col. 2, lines 7-20. 
Shima teaches a dedicated signal line to acquire the information of the network 
interface device (reads on fig. 2, which depicts a dedicated signal line between 
the CPU and the network interface) . . 

With regard to claims 5-9, the limitations of claims 5-9 are covered by the 
limitations of claims 1-4 above. 

With regard to the computer program code claims 10-13, the limitations of claims 
10-13 are covered by the limitations claims 1-4 above. The steps of the system 
claims 1-4 can be program within the memory of Shima. 



Conclusion 

6 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Shima (2006/0072156) teaches a network printer connected by a network. 

Tominaga (2003/0033368) teaches an image forming system, image forming 
method, and server. 
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7 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Gabriel I. Garcia whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7434. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 
7:30 AM-6:00 PM.. The fax phone number for this group is (571) 273-8300. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 

/Gabriel I Garcia/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
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Primary Examiner 

May 13, 2008 



